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Never Alone
“It can be an affliction more harrowing than homelessness, hunger or 
disease,” wrote Maggie Fergusson in The Economist’s 1843 magazine. 
Her subject? Loneliness. Fergusson chronicled the increasing rates of 
loneliness, irrespective of one’s social or economic status, using heart-
wrenching examples of what it feels like to be lonely. 
 
The hurt of feeling alone isn’t new to our day. Indeed, the pain of isolation 
echoes off the pages of the ancient book of Ecclesiastes. Often attributed 
to King Solomon, the book captures the sorrow of those who seem to lack 
any meaningful relationships (Ecclesiastes 4:7–8). The speaker lamented 
that it’s possible to acquire significant wealth and yet experience no value 
from it because there’s no one to share it with.

But the speaker also recognized the beauty of companionship, writing that 
friends help you accomplish more than you could achieve on your own 
(v. 9); companions help in times of need (v. 10); partners bring comfort (v. 
11); and friends can provide protection in difficult situations (v. 12).

Loneliness is a significant struggle - God created us to offer and receive 
the benefits of friendship and community. If you’re feeling alone, pray 
that God would help you form meaningful connections with others. In the 
meantime, find encouragement in the reality that the believer is never 
truly alone because Jesus’ Spirit is always with us (Matthew 28:20).

Heavenly Father, when I feel lonely, give me courage to reach out to 
others with an offer of friendship. Taken from a devotion by Lisa M Samra, 
http://odb.org

Submitted by Emma Brokate     

Upcoming Events 
 
WEEK 7

WED 10 - FRI 12 MARCH 
• Year 5 Camp - Roonaka, Blanchetown

WEEK 8

MON 15 MARCH
• Tri-Skills Gymnastics (Year 3-6)

TUES 16 MARCH
• Sports Day Sprints 

WED 17 MARCH
• Scholastic Bookclub orders close

THUR 18 MARCH
• School Tour at 9:30am

FRI 19 MARCH
• Harmony Day ~ wear cultural dress or 
something orange

WEEK 9

MON 22 MARCH
• Tri-Skills Gymnastics (Year 3-6)

WED 24 MARCH
• School Tour at 6:15pm

FRI 26 MARCH
• Sports Day

WEEK 10

MON 29 MARCH
• Tri-Skills Gymnastics (Year 3-6)

FRI 2 APRIL
• Good Friday Public Holiday

http://odb.org


INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Mrs Janetzki Performing Arts/Inclusive Education

From the Principal
COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS
As we continue to be grateful for our position in 
South Australia with COVID-19 and our ability to be 
able to do so much, more and more schools, as well 
as other organisations, are recognising the fatigue 
of restrictions, as well as the grief of losing personal 
connection through many large and small events and 
interactions. 
 
I’d like to hold some conversations with parents 
about “Community Connection” at St Paul. This will 
be a guided session with specific discussion points 
to explore connection and how we can connect in 
different ways as a community.

As a starting point, the following options are available:

•Monday 22 March, 2pm – 3pm in person at school

•Wednesday 24 March, 12:30pm – 1:30pm via video 
conference 
 
Please email Jo Wilson: jwilson@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
to book a space in one of these sessions. If you are 
interested, but cannot make on of these sessions, 
please also indicate this with Jo and we will consider a 
third session if there is enough interest. 

Leila Mattner |Principal 

From the Deputy Principal

STUDENT SAFETY
Just a reminder that students need to be carefully 
supervised in the carpark, before and after school. Cars 
move quickly, and without notice. All students should 
be with their parents in this space at all times.

FIRST PRINCIPLES: REPORTING
If you visit this soapbox column weekly you’d know that 
staff have been reflecting on our image of the child 
as a core first principle. This has provoked discussion 
around how we better encapsulate the process of 
learning (as opposed to just the product) in reports. 
A frustration with reports is that the amount of work, 
struggle and achievement that children experience can 
never be surmised in a report. A few parents reached 
out after last week’s musings…

•“Reports will always be limited but they still serve a 
proper purpose.” 
 
•“I’d love to be able to read a report with him but the 
language is more for me than for him.” 
 
•“ I am not sure if the parent / teacher meetings are 
more or less work for teachers than reports are but 
in our experience the parent teacher interviews do a 
pretty good job of informing about the kids overall.” 
 
•“Staying in touch with the teacher as the year goes 
on is of more benefit. Last year that was via email and 
we are enjoying the quick chats again this year in the 
mornings.” 
 
•“I know reports are a lot of work for teachers and we 
appreciate the information and hard work, but they 
will always lack information unless it’s dozens of pages 
long.” 
 
We want you to know more about your child’s academic 
and personal development. We want you to know how 
much we understand, and see their efforts to overcome 
the challenge of learning. Any thoughts on how we can 
do this? jfay@stpaulba.sa.edu.au

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal 

 

http://jwilson@stpaulba.sa.edu.au
http://jfay@stpaulba.sa.edu.au


From the Wellbeing Leader 

WELCOME TAMMY RICHTER

We welcome Tammy Richter to our staff as a Lutheran 
Support Officer. Tammy has been a part of the St Paul 
Lutheran Community as a parent for the last couple 
years, Mya (Year 2) and joins us as part of the Year 1 
Fisher team and Inclusive Education.  Tammy brings a 
wealth of knowledge 
to our Inclusive 
Education team with 
a speech pathologist 
background. Tammy 
enjoys spending time 
with her family and 
friends and exploring 
all of the wonderful 
places of South 
Australia. Please join us 
as we welcome Tammy 
to our St Paul Lutheran 
School Community.
 

HARMONY DAY- FRIDAY 19 MARCH
Students are invited to wear their cultural dress or 
something orange on Friday 19 March to celebrate 
Harmony Day. Our SRC Leaders have coordinated 
a scavenger hunt and collaborative art piece which 
they look forward to sharing with the St Paul Lutheran 
Community soon!

SPORTS DAY 
A e-form regarding Sports Day collection will be sent 
home this week. A reminder that Sports Day will begin 
promptly at 8.45am and conclude at 1pm on Friday the 
26 March. Students remaining at school after 1pm will 
be supervised in the Library until 3:35pm. Please collect 
your child from the Library. After 3:35pm, students will 
be taken to SPLASH as normal. Please note, parents are 
invited to attend and will be asked to adhere to social 
distancing, use the QR code to check in and register 
RSVP via Tribooking https://www.trybooking.com/BPPUT

PRE-SPORTS DAY EVENTS 
Sprint Heats: All students are to wear sports uniform on 
Tuesday 16 March for Sprint Heats.

Long Distance Finals: Students in Year 1- 6 are to wear 
sports uniform on Tuesday 23 March for pre-Sports Day 
long distance finals.

2021 CLASS CARERS 

Thank you to the following parent volunteers who have 
kindly offered to be a Class Carer this year. We are 
blessed to have our Class Carers who are there to help 
our staff build a vibrant and strong sense of community 
and are there to provide support and encouragement 
to our school families.  

Reception Sheedy- Saru Rana (Shamshir Hannay) 
Kerryl McGlennon (Patrick) 
Reception Gracey- Kylie Phillips (Lachlan), Savannah 
Walkon (Emily) 
Year 1 Bakewell- Emmanuel Addo (Elyana), Leela Ivens 
(Ada) 
Year 1 Fisher- Kylie Coad (Esther), Nicole Hunt 
(Harrison Wintle) 
Year 2 Voigt- Megan Snook (Mia), Laura Brown 
(Imogen) 
Year 2 Tew/Sheridan- Kylie Karvelis (Jack), Poonam 
Rani (Krishna Duseja) 
Year 3 Fyffe- Tamra Purton (Leah), Jess Deer (Brodie) 
Year 3 Baldock- Monique Tabuena (Brandon), Liann 
Tape (Addison) 
Year 3 Burgan- Brenton & Lauren Hughes (Makayla) 
Year 4 Mueller- Donna Hanin (Caz), Mel Maeder 
(Lauren)  
Year 4 Lethborg- Jane Coombe (Blade Wundke)
 Jo Harvey (Grace) 
Year 4 Woodward- CJ Monger (Laura), Peggy Chen 
(Lucas Shivarev) 
Year 5 Mattner- Theresa Doyle (Liam), Julianne Duke 
(Chloe) 
Year 5 McMahon- Mhairi Hall (Kate), Shin Ye Chew 
(Emily Chan) 
Seniors- Sally Bearman (Eliza) , Tania Pile (Thomas) 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=731295&


Class Carer information has been sent home to our 
new class carers. Should you have any questions 
regarding our Class Carer program please contact Jo 
Wilson jwilson@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

OUR INSPIRING COMMUNITY

Zac Hanin and Marta 
Novakovic (pictured) led 
the ‘Birthday song’ at 
Chapel for the first time 
last week. Zac plays the 
drums and Marta on the 
ukulele. Marta shared 
that she has always been 
someone who drawn 
to sports like swimming 
and dance, but wanted 
to challenge herself by 

learning a new skill and something musical. Marta 
watched the birthday song video that Mrs Marlise 
Janetzki posted during COVID and spent hours and 
hours at home replaying the video to learn the chords. 
Marta and Zac are both members of our Chapel Band 
who spend time rehearsing with Mrs Janetzki and 
practise outside of school. If you have an inspiring 
story to share with us, please email cbergen@stpaulba.
sa.edu.au   

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
UNIFORM SHOP HOURS
Please note the Uniform Shop Opening hours have 
slightly changed on a Tuesday. The 2021 Uniform Shop 
opening hours are:  
 
Monday- 8:30am-9:30am and 3:00pm-4:00pm 
Tuesday- 8:30am-9:30am
Wednesday- 8:30am-9:30am  
Thursday- 8:30am-9:30am 
Friday- Closed

WEDNESDAY CHAPEL
If you would like to join us for our weekly Wednesday 
Chapel. Please book into a session using the trybooking 
link https://www.trybooking.com/BOMWD 

Leading Chapel for Term 1 is:

Week 8 (17/3) Year 4 Lethborg The Last Supper

Week 9 (24/3) Year 3 Fyffe Garden of Gethsemane

Week 10 (31/3) Year 5 Mattner Peter’s denial

Week 11 (7/4) Pastor Matt Bishop Crucifixion and 
Resurrection

FRIDAY ASSEMBLY 
You are invited to use the trybooking link https://www.
trybooking.com/BOPFW  

Our host classes for Term 1 are:

Week 7 (12/3) Year 3 Burgan

Week 8 (19/3) Year 1 Fisher

Week 9 (26/3) Sports Day (no Assembly)

Week 10 (2/4) Good Friday (no Assembly)

Week 11 (9/4) Last day of Term 1 (no Assembly)

GASTROENTERITIS

Gastroenteritis has been reported in our community.

Students are to be kept home for at least 24 hours 
after diarrhoea and/or vomiting stops. This will help 
stop the illness spreading to others.

Please click on the link for more information regarding 
symptoms of Gastroenteritis.  https://www.rch.org.au/
kidsinfo/fact_sheets/Gastroenteritis_gastro/

If you have any concerns or questions, please contact 
the school office 8260 2655.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 
The closing date for Issue 2 Scholastic Book Club order 
is Wednesday 17 March. Orders can be placed online 
by going to www.scholastic.com.au

mailto:jwilson@stpaulba.sa.edu.au  
mailto:cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au   
mailto:cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au   
https://www.trybooking.com/BOMWD 
https://www.trybooking.com/BOPFW
https://www.trybooking.com/BOPFW
https://www.rch.org.au/kidsinfo/fact_sheets/Gastroenteritis_gastro/ 
https://www.rch.org.au/kidsinfo/fact_sheets/Gastroenteritis_gastro/ 
http://www.scholastic.com.au
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OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
ALL WELCOME - SERVICES AT ST PAUL
Please feel welcome to join us for Sunday Worship at 8.30am Traditional 
and 10.00am Contemporary.

PALM SUNDAY CHAPEL 
This morning we celebrated the Victory of Jesus and his triumphant arrival 
into Jerusalem with Pastor Matt leading us in our Chapel service time. A 
number of our Seniors waved palm branches as they entered the Chapel 
and a few Receptions joined in during our song time too. Thank you to Tim 
Ziersch from our congregation for graciously providing us with wonderful 
fresh palms.
Pastor Matt spoke of the palms representing victory in war in the times 
of Jesus.  Jesus has in fact won the war. He has saved us through his own 
death and resurrection and has saved us all from the sins of the world. 

Hosanna – God save us! Indeed he has!

LENTEN STUDY GROUP
Lenten Study Group focussing on the Gospel of Mark will be held on 4 
Wednesday nights in Lent. Beginning at 7pm on 24 Feb, 3, 10 and 17 March 
this will involve a short prayer service followed by a Bible Study. Come 
along tonight and discuss The Humanity of Jesus through the Gospel of 
Mark.

PLAYGROUP
Playgroup @ St Paul is held each Tuesday during school terms, from 
9:00am-10:30am in the Church hall. Children 0-5 years and their parent 
or carer are invited to join us for a time of play, craft, stories and singing. 
All welcome. Come along and join the fun. Cost is $2.00 per family. Please 
bring a small nut free snack for your child for snack time. 

BACKPACKS 4 SA KIDS
At St Paul we are collecting items for Backpacks 4 SA Kids. For the months 
of February and March we are seeking donations of underwear for boys 
and girls, especially older children up to size 18 (new please).  Donations 
can be left on the table in the narthex or at our school front reception. 
Please keep this important mission project in your prayers.

GROW MINISTRIES VERSE OF THE WEEK 
You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and with all 
your mind. MATTHEW 22:37

A MEAL TIME PRAYER
For all we eat and all we wear, for daily bread and loving care, 

we thank you, God. 
Amen.


